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from the Mixed Tribunals. In charges which concern
the sale or attempted sale of adulterated liquor, it is
not always easy for the Egyptian police to satisfy the
court of the truth of the accusation. The police may
not enter a licensed house owned by a foreigner unless
consular authority to do so has been previously ob-
tained, and the incriminating evidence frequently is
safely hidden before the police make their visit. On
the rare occasions when raids upon the drink-shops are
successful, many months elapse before the tribunals
order the establishments to close. During that period
their proprietors continue to trade without let or
hindrance from the police. The penalty, also, inflicted
upon the guilty is ridiculously inadequate. Of what
account is a fine of £i, or a term of simple imprison-
ment of seven days, to a European engaged in this
profitable business ? Little wonder, in these conditions,
if the practice of adulterating the liquor sold under
the name of spirits flourishes exceedingly.1 The newly
raised levies of Great Britain and the Dominions fell
easy victims to the vile stuff sold in Egypt as whisky,
gin, and so on. The Egyptian Government was
powerless to stop the abuse, and General Maxwell
issued the first of the many proclamations which
referred to the subject of drink.2 The proclamation
cut at the root of the problem by authorizing the
Egyptian police, irrespective of consular authority, to
enter public bars and houses situated in the Governor-
ates of Cairo, Alexandria, and the Suez Canal where
alcohol was sold. If the liquor seized proved on
1	Lord Cromer in his Reports frequently drew attention to the
difficulties which met the Egyptian Government in their efforts to
control the trade.   In the 1908 Report he states that there existed in
Cairo alone 43 distilleries,  13 maintained by Egyptians  and the
remainder by foreign subjects.   Six years later the total number had
doubled.   The alcohol was distilled from molasses and flavoured with
filthy essences.
2	Proclamation dated i8th March 1915.

